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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A GREAT YEAR IN THE MAKING
BY: JAN COLLINS

WOW!  The Business League has experienced 
a phenomenal year!  The recent “COFFEE 
with SENATOR COCHRAN” breakfast 
at Butler Snow, and the “COFFEE with 
CONGRESSMAN HARPER “luncheon at the 
Embassy Suites were both extremely successful 
and informative.  We are most grateful to the 
fine members and sponsors who graciously 
hosted these events. (Please check out the event 
photos at www.madisoncountybusinessleague.
com).    2011 isn’t over yet!  We continue to 
explore opportunities to add value to your 
membership by uniting our business leaders and 
elected officials to create a vision for the future 
of  Madison County.   

In this issue of  One vision, one Voice, our 
Guest Columnist is Silver Member Madison 
County Engineer Rudy Warnock, who provides 
an interesting update on county infrastructure 
and other projects.  Our Member Spotlight is 
on Silver Member Landrum & Associates with 
an exciting report on his Town of  Livingston 
development and farmers market at the 
intersection of  Hwys. 463 and 22.  The farmers 
market is quite a fun experience on Thursday 
nights for the entire family!

Also in this issue you will find a complete 
listing of  our current membership, new board 

members and joint MCEDA/MCBL committee 
members.  Of  course, no issue is complete 
without an encouraging report from Madison 
County Economic Development Authority 
Executive Director Tim Coursey.  

Please join us for our 2011 VISIONS 
CELEBRATION on Tuesday, September 27th, 
from 5:30 – 7:00 at the Jackson Yacht Club.  This 
will be a reception to honor our members, elected 
officials, and others who have contributed to the 
success of  the Business League during 2010-11. 
We will present the “VISIONS” award to one 
of  our member businesses, and the inaugural 
“VISIONARY Leadership Award” to a most 
deserving Madison County citizen.  Come enjoy 
good food and drink and a beautiful view of  the 
Ross Barnett Reservoir!

CONGRESSMAN GREGG HARPER

“YOU ALL AREN’T WAITING FOR SOMEONE TO DO IT FOR YOU.  
 YOU’RE AS PROACTIVE A GROUP AS I’VE EVER SEEN.” CONGRESSMAN 

GREGG HARPER

2011 Visions Celebration
a reception

Tuesday, September 27, 2011 - 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Jackson Yacht Club

http://www.madisoncountybusinessleague.com
http://www.madisoncountybusinessleague.com
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MCBL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sarah Lofton 
Chairman  
Lofton Advertising

Dick Hutchinson 
Vice Chairman  
Southeastern U.S.

Philip LeRoux  
Secretary-Treasurer  
Summers Green & LeRoux

Bill Guion  
Immediate Past Chairman  
BankPlus

Todd Burwell  
Past Chairman  
G. Todd Burwell, P.A.

John Almond  
Director 
Allen & Hoshall

Paul Arrington 
Director 
St. Dominic Health Services

Buck Covington 
Director  
WEICHERT, REALTORS  
The Covington Group

Calvin Harris 
Director  
Warnock & Associates

Scott Parrish 
Director  
BancorpSouth

James (Jim) Pettis III 
Director 
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, LLC 

Ex-Officio Directors:

Mary Hawkins Butler  
Mayor, City of  Madison

Leslie Childress  
Mayor, Town of  Flora

William Truly  
Mayor, City of  Canton
 
Executive Director 
Jan Collins
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GUEST COLUMN

A GREAT COUNTY WE CALL HOME
BY: RUDY WARNOCK

Madison County continues to grow and im-
prove with construction of  new roads, bridges, 
and parks. County officials and employees also 
work daily to make sure our roads are safe.  For 
almost twelve years it’s been an honor and privi-
lege to serve as Madison County Engineer on 
many projects that enhance our lives in this great 
county. 

Excellent shopping, dining, entertain- ment 
and family amenities such as parks, churches, and 
schools are found right here in Madison County. 
They are the result of  hard work and excellent 
planning by your county officials. It is the duty 
of  the county to provide and maintain the infra-
structure that continues to attract and keep those 
businesses right here for you to enjoy. While we 
work hard to maintain our existing roads, we 
continue to design and build new roads, bridges, 
and parks to better improve how we will live, 
work and play in Madison County for years to 
come. 

When asked to write about projects that great-
ly affect the residents of  Madison County, I real-
ized it would take a book to share our progress! 
For this article, I’ve chosen two projects that 
I’m especially proud to have engineered for our 
county.

Calhoun Station Parkway is a three-phase road 
that stretches from Gluckstadt Road to Highway 
22 in Canton, a project over 5 miles in length.  
Phase One runs from Church Road to Sowell 
Road, Phase Two stretches south from Church 
Road to Gluckstadt Road, and Phase Three starts 
at Sowell road and continues northerly to High-
way 22.  This road is commonly referred to by 
some as the road to nowhere; however, it not 

only has a begin-
ning and an end, 
it serves as the pri-
mary road carrying 
hundreds of  our 
children daily to 
Gluckstadt Middle 
School and Gluck-
stadt High School. 
The Madison 
County Vocational 
and Administrative complex is also located on 
this parkway.  This project is a fine example of  
what can be accomplished when elected officials 
work together. In this case the Board of  Supervi-
sors worked proactively to provide the necessary 
infrastructure so the School Board could pro-
vide quality educational facilities for our children 
where they were desperately needed.  

Another fine improvement is Sulfur Springs 
Park. After years in the planning stage, the park 
project is becoming a reality. Located at the inter-
section of  Highway 17 and Sulfur Springs Road, 
the park will boast a 17- acre trophy bass lake, 16 
covered picnic tables, a health and wellness trail, 
a children’s playground and large community pa-
vilion for organized events. The first phase of  
the project is the construction of  the lake.  Bids 
for this phase will be taken in  October with con-
struction to commence soon after.  The project 
is expected to be complete late 2012 and open 
to the public.  

Each day the leaders of  Madison County work 
hard to make this county we call home a better 
place to live and work. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me with any questions you have relating 
to these or other county projects at 601-855-2250 
or rudywarnock@warnockandassociates.com.

RUDY WARNOCK

Looking for more? Visit us online!
MadisonCountyBusinessLeague.com

http://www.madisoncountybusinessleague.com
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MCEDA COLUMN

A GREAT COUNTY WE CALL HOME
BY: TIM COURSEY, MCEDA

“Everything in the world we want to do or get done, we 
must do with and through people.” - Earl Nightingale

Back in the late eighties, when I was beginning 
my career in economic development, I bought 
a series of  Earl Nightingale’s self  improvement 
and leadership cassette tapes.  I would listen to 
Earl’s low gruff  grandfather-like voice everyday 
on my way to and from work.  His words of  
wisdom not only excited me and captured my 
attention but I became anxious to put them into 
action.  Earl taught many things like how to be 
your best and how to prosper, but as a student of  
Mr. Nightingale, some twenty something years 
later, I now know what Earl was really encourag-
ing us all to do.  He wanted us to begin each day 
with a positive attitude no matter how we feel.  
Earl promised that if  we did this one simple act 
that the people with whom you interact each day 
would reflect that same attitude back to you and 
many times back to everyone else in the room.  
It’s amazing at how well this simple act works 
and how it can alter your life.  While setting your 
mind in motion every day to have a positive at-
titude is important, it’s the reaction of  others to 
your attitude that is most important because it 
lays the ground work for getting things done.

Recently I was talking with Jan Collins about 
League’s upcoming Fall event.  After our talk I 
was thinking about how far the Business League 
has come from its humble beginnings.  In its two 
year lifespan, the League has hosted something 
like seventeen events.  These were everything 
from breakfast meetings with Senators and Con-
gressmen to forums focused on the economy, 
excellence in education, and healthcare, all meant 
to educate and enlighten folks.  Each meeting 
has its own flavor and subject matter and more 
personal and professional benefits to take home 
with you than you can shake a stick at.  But they 
also have two strong common denominators at 
their core.  The meetings provide powerful and 
useful information that can be applied construc-
tively to help make Madison County a better 
place for us to live our lives, and they provide 
an opportunity for members and businesses to 
network with each other and our elected officials 
on a regular basis.  The one thing I have heard 
at all of  these meetings, while mingling my way 
from guest to guest, is great ideas from people 
with positive attitudes…lots of  them.  The room 
is usually full of  people with vision and ideas and 
theories about business, and politics, and doing 
things better, and being better, and I’m always 
excited to be part of  this buzz going on 
around me.  

I have always 
believed that to 
have the vision 
of  a leader is a 
wonderful thing 
that begins with 
the production 
of  ideas.  How-
ever, it is through 
people that a vi-
sion becomes 
manifest when 
those people get 
together and learn 
about the vision, 
get excited about it, embrace it completely, and 
push and pull it to completion or a state of  be-
ing.  Whether you know it or not, or whether 
you believe it or not, organizations like our Busi-
ness League provide all of  us with this rare op-
portunity to not only embrace visions and goals 
that can literally change a community but also an 
opportunity to become involved and to be the 
person with the vision and leadership that sets 
people in motion. As Earl once said “we all walk 
in the dark and each of  us must learn to turn on 
his or her own light.”

Local businessman David Landrum and his 
development team for the town of  Livingston 
have been working diligently to bring Madison 
County an exciting new commercial develop-
ment project.   In partnership with The Madi-
son County Economic Development Authority 
this highly anticipated venture launched with 
the already thriving Livingston Farmers Market 
which opened in June.

Located at the intersection of  Hwy 463 and 
Hwy 22, this development project will rebuild 
the historic old town of  Livingston, MS which 
dates back into the 1700s and was selected by 
the state legislature in 1828 to be the fist site of  
the Madison County seat and courthouse.  The 
original courthouse was constructed that year 
and opened in January 1829.  Landrum plans 
to use as much of  the old city grid structure as 
possible, including the original road beds.  

The plans call for eventual construction of  

approximately 200,000 square feet of  commer-
cial buildings including boutique retail and of-
fice space, art galleries and artist workspace, a 
community chapel and events  building and an 
Inn and spa.   Phase One will include 73,000 
square feet and construction will begin within 
the next few weeks.  

Landrum has already been instrumental in 
building this community with the success of  
the Livingston Farmers Market, Mississippi’s 
newest USDA certified Farmers Market.  Pub-

lic interest and attendance for Livingston 
Farmers Market can be attributed to the fresh 
locally grown products, live music, a quaint 
wine garden, featured items from the Missis-
sippi Craftsmen’s Guild and products ranging 
from art and jewelry to fresh lemonade and 
fresh gulf  shrimp. Weekly featured items and 
chef  demonstrations from Parlor Market res-
taurant as well as Viking Culinary Institute and 
other local restaurants have been a focal point 
of  the market.   Novel activities such as hot air 
balloon rides, waterslides, a muscadine stomp 
and  golf  putting contests have helped create 
a general atmosphere of  fun and relaxation.  
Livingston Farmers Market is open Thursdays 
from 4-8pm.  

Details regarding the upcoming ground-
breaking for the town of  Livingston will be 
forthcoming.  For more information, call  
(601)898-0212.

TIM COURSEY, MCEDA

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

LIVINGSTON FARMERS MARKET IS A HIT

http://www.madisoncountybusinessleague.com
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PLATINUM
AT&T
BancorpSouth*
Cellular South*
Levi Strauss & Company
Madison County Economic  
   Development Authority
Madison River Oaks Medical Center
MassMutual/Collins Financial Group
Mississippi Hospital Association*
St. Dominic Health Services, Inc.
Southern Ag Credit
VIP Grand Events
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, LLC

GOLD
BankFirst Financial Services
BankPlus*
Community Bank of  Mississippi
Community Trust Bank
Embassy Suites Hotel
Neel-Schaffer*
Regions
Scott Sullivan Streetman & Fox*
Terry-Trane Service Agency*
Trustmark*
Tulane University- Madison Campus
Waste Management*

SILVER
ADP, Inc.
Adams & Reese
AJ’s on the Lake
Allen & Hoshall*
Anderson, Crawley & Burke, PLLC
Baker Donelson
Baptist Health Systems*
Barnett’s Body Shop, Inc. 
Berg Mitigation Banks*
Birdsong Construction Company, Inc.
Bomgar Corporation

Bryson & Company
ButlerSnow
Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
CenterPoint Energy
Citizens National Bank
City of  Canton Chamber of  Commerce
City of  Ridgeland Chamber of  Commerce
Compton Engineering, Inc.
Eco-Systems, Inc.
Entergy Mississippi, Inc.
Eubank Betts Hirn Wood, PLLC
First Choice Medical Supply – Tom Hixon
First National Bankers Bank
Fox Everett, Inc.
Flora Chamber of  Commerce
Government Consultants*
 G.Todd Burwell, P.A.*
HAMER & ASSOCIATES, P.A.*
Harper Rains Knight & Company
Heidelberg, Steinberger, Colmer  
   & Burrow, P.A.
Jackie’s International
JBHM
JH&H Architects
Landrum & Associates
Lee Hawkins Realty, Inc.*
Lofton Advertising
Madison County Chamber of  Commerce
Madison the City Chamber of  Commerce
McGraw Gotta Go 
Mississippi Community Education Center
Mississippi Firefighters Memorial  
   Burn Assoc., Inc.
Mitchell Day Health Law Firm, PLLC
Montgomery McGraw & Collins*
M-Tek Mississippi, Inc.
M&F Bank*
New Learning Resources, Inc.
Nissan North America, Inc.
Parkway Development, Inc.*
Pickering, Inc.*

Rupp Marketing
Security Ballew, Inc.
Solve Design Studio*
State Bank & Trust*
Summers Green & LeRoux*
Susan Marquez Consulting
The Estes Companies*
The Global Group – Wayde Benson
UnitedHealthcare-MS
Venture Technologies
Warnock & Associates*
WEICHERT, REALTORS-Covington Group*
Wise Carter Child & Caraway

GOVERNMENT/SCHOOLS 
Belhaven University
Canton Academy
Canton Public Schools
Canton Convention & Visitors  
   Bureau & Film Office
Canton Redevelopment Authority
CAVS - Center for Advanced 
   Vehicular Studies (MSU)
Holmes Community College
Madison County School District
Madison Ridgeland Academy
Millsaps College – Else School 
   of  Management
Mississippi Small Business Development 
Center – University of  Mississippi
Mississippi Technology Alliance
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
St. Joseph Catholic School
Trent Lott International Center for 
   Excellence in Economic Development 
   & Entrepreneurship- USM
Tri – County Academy

* Denotes Charter member

MADISON COUNTY BUSINESS LEAGUE SPONSORS

http://www.madisoncountybusinessleague.com


5623 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 104 - Ridgeland, MS 39157 - madisoncountybusinessleague.com

SEPTEMBER 2011

MADISON COUNTY BROADBAND (SPECIAL):
Calvin Harris- MCEDA	 Warnock & Associates
Tim Coursey 		  MCEDA
Ray Harris 		  MCEDA
Robert Sheely		  MSU CAVS Extension
Bill Mendenhall		  Baker Donelson
Kasey Perry		  Madison County Chamber of  Commerce

CANTON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE (SPECIAL):
Calvin Harris – MCEDA	 Warnock & Associates
Bill Guion – MCEDA	 BankPlus
Lenita Knight 		  MCEDA
Nicole Kemp		  Levi Strauss & Company
Curt Craig		  Pickering, Inc.
Maureen Simpson		 Canton Redevelopment Authority
Lise Foy			  Canton Chamber of  Commerce
Jo Ann Gordon		  Canton Convention & Visitors 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMMITTEE 
Jack Harrington		  MCEDA
Rick Duke		  Trent Lott Center, USM
Stacey Gaines		  MS Technology Alliance
Philip LeRoux		  Summers Green & LeRoux
Craig Robinson		  State Bank & Trust
Lauren McGraw		  McGraw Gotta Go
Curtis Larsen		  Citizens National Bank
Stephen Collins		  MassMutual/Collins Financial Network
Sunny Sethi		  Jackie’s International
Jack Laseter		  Bryson & Company Insurance
Joe Donovan		  Millsaps College
Dr. Robert Forster	 MS Small Business Development Center 
Kasey Perry		  Madison County Chamber of  Commerce
Derek Polk		  Nissan North America, Inc.

FILM INDUSTRY TOURISM COMMITTEE
Jack Harrington		  MCEDA
Bob Williams		  MCEDA/ United Healthcare-MS
Andrea McCrory		  Warnock & Associates
Tom Wiygul		  Harper Rains Knight & Company
JoAnn Gordon		  Canton Convention & Visitors Bureau

Linda Case		  Canton Convention & Visitors Bureau
Jan Smith		  Embassy Suites Hotel-Ridgeland
Susan Marquez		  Susan Marquez Consulting
Hugh Warren, IV		  Trustmark

HEALTH/WELLNESS COMMITTEE	
Bob Williams		  MCEDA/ United Healthcare-MS
Glen Silverman		  Madison River Oaks Hospital
Bob Montgomery		 Montgomery McGraw & Collins, PLLC
Susan Marquez		  Susan Marquez Consulting
Julie Mitchell		  Mitchell Day Health Law Firm
Robert Sheely		  CAVS Extension
Deidre Mooney		  St. Dominic Heatlh Services, Inc.
Herb Haynes		  Southern Ag Credit
Curnis Upkins, Jr.		  Mississippi Hospital Association
Alice Austin		  Holmes Community College

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Dick Hutchinson	     MCEDA
Mitch Stringer	     MCEDA
Steve Seale	     Wise Carter
Scott Parrish	     BancorpSouth
Eric Hamer	     HAMER & Associates
Keith O’Keefe	     Neel-Schaffer
Andy Clark	     Scott Sullivan Streetman & Fox
John Taylor	     AJ’s Seafood Grille
Linda Bynum	     Ridgeland Chamber of  Commerce
Jan Smith	     Embassy Suites Hotel-Ridgeland
Todd Burwell	     G. Todd Burwell, P.A.
Alon Bee		     Regions
Sidney Allen, Jr.	     Butler Snow
Mike Walker	     AT&T
Tina Lakey	     CenterPoint Energy
Rudy Warnock	     Warnock & Associates
Larry Ratzlaff 	     Community Trust Bank
Greg Gibb	     Nissan North America, Inc.
Stephen Hirn	     Eubank Hirn Betts Wood, PLLC
Cory Wilson	     Heidelberg, Steinberger, Colmer & Burrow, P.A.

MADISON COUNTY BUSINESS COMMITTEES AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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