
 

                      
Madison County Business League & Foundation 

 
Resolution in Support of the Blueprint Mississippi Excelerate Study 

 
Whereas, the Madison County Business League & Foundation (MCBL&F) is a 
member-driven organization of over two hundred business leaders and decision makers 
in the Madison County and Metro Jackson Area whose mission is to unite with elected 
officials on all levels of government to speak with one voice on matters of economic 
development and quality of life; and to serve as stakeholders for the Madison County 
Economic Development Authority; and 
 

Whereas, in recognizing the importance of a strong transportation system, the 
Mississippi Economic Council – State Chamber of Commerce – through its Blueprint 
Mississippi Initiative released the results of an extensive study of Mississippi’s 
transportation network at the state and local level. 

Whereas, the AHEAD program that began in 1987 funded and produced 1,077 miles of 
four-lane highways in the state over 26 years. With this improved transportation 
network, the number of miles traveled on Mississippi roads has increased by 90%. 
However, gas consumption – the key ingredient for generating road funds – has been 
relatively flat and has only increased by 1.6% since 1987 and is not providing adequate 
funding to maintain our state’s roads and bridges.  

Whereas, as of June 2015, 936 state bridges and 2,989 local bridges are not able to 
hold up to the traffic and weights for which they were designed. Currently 24,591 lane 
miles of state roads and approximately 13,192 local road miles are rated in poor or very 
poor condition and are in need of repair.  

Whereas, the cost of repairing Mississippi’s transportation infrastructure grows 
exponentially as roads and bridges fall deeper into disrepair so the time to act to 
improve the condition of our transportation system is now.  

Whereas, in noting the need for additional funding, the study calls for an increase of 
$375 million annually for the repair and replacement of deficient bridges and the 
maintenance of pavement throughout the state. 



Whereas, in order to bring attention to this need, MEC has formed the Excelerate 
Mississippi initiative to provide a framework for dealing with key issues with 
transportation, and to provide options for legislative leaders to consider for long-range 
funding. With a ongoing program for transportation, Mississippi can continue to excel 
in economic development, while accelerating our approach to deal with the worst 
bridges and roads at the state and local level. This initiative will also create a safer more 
efficient transportation system for all Mississippi citizens.  

Therefore be it resolved, the Madison County Business League & Foundation 
supports the efforts of Excelerate Mississippi and authorizes MEC to list our 
organization as a member of Excelerate Mississippi. By investing in transportation 
today, Mississippi can “excelerate” our economic development, while assuring safer 
roads and bridges, and lowering daily operating cost for all our citizens. 

Adopted this the 11th day of February, 2016.   
 
             
             
     _____________________________________ 
     Jan Collins, Executive Director 
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